Comprehensive Liability Waiver, Code of Conduct, and Agreement for Participation

Event: 97th Annual California State FFA Leadership Conference  
Dates: April 2 to April 6, 2025  
Sponsors: California Association, Future Farmers of America (CAFFA) and California Department of Education (CDE)

1. Acknowledgment of Risk and Assumption of Responsibility
The undersigned voluntarily agrees to participate in the 97th Annual California State FFA Leadership Conference. By participating, the undersigned recognizes that CAFFA has not undertaken any duty or responsibility for their safety. The undersigned agrees to assume full responsibility for all risks of bodily injury, death, disability, and property damage that may result from participation in the event.

These risks may include, but are not limited to, interactions with animals, use of inflatable amusement or sports devices (e.g., bounce houses, mechanical bulls, climbing walls), and other related activities. The undersigned acknowledges the potential for serious injury or death associated with these activities.

2. Liability Waiver
CDE and CAFFA are not directly responsible for participants, including students, advisors, chaperones, exhibitors, or any guests attending the event. Local school districts and designated advisors/chaperones are responsible for the oversight and management of their students, including securing proper insurance and medical waivers as required by the local school board.

3. Multimedia Recording and Usage Policy
CDE and CAFFA staff and designees may capture photos, videos, and other recordings of participants during the event. By participating, the undersigned consents to the use of such recordings by CAFFA or its designees in various formats, including but not limited to print materials, online platforms, social media accounts, podcasts, videos, and signage. These materials may be used for promotional, educational, or archival purposes without further consent or compensation.

4. Food Allergies Disclaimer
Participants with food allergies are responsible for taking necessary precautions to protect their health. Due to the nature and location of event activities, CDE and CAFFA cannot accommodate specific dietary needs or be held accountable for issues arising from food allergies.

5. Participant Waiver and Release
By signing below, the undersigned certifies understanding of the risks associated with participation in the event and voluntarily accepts these risks. The undersigned agrees to waive any right to seek reimbursement from CDE, CAFFA, or their representatives for injury or liability incurred during the event. The undersigned acknowledges that no oral representations, statements, or inducements apart from the terms of this agreement have been relied upon.

6. Code of Conduct
As a participant or volunteer, the undersigned agrees to uphold the following standards:

- Abstain from abusive, disruptive, offensive, or inappropriate behavior in any form, including in-person interactions, digital communications, and social media.
- Report suspected or confirmed abuse or neglect to local law enforcement or child protection authorities as required by law.
- Avoid being alone with a minor FFA member in private settings unless prior written permission has been granted by the minor’s parent/guardian and FFA. Public settings or common areas must be used for all interactions with minors, with at least one other adult present when possible.
- Never leave minor participants unattended and ensure that at least two adults are present for all adult-minor interactions whenever feasible.

Failure to comply with these standards may result in actions including but not limited to:
- Revocation of event access without refund.
- Disqualification from awards or recognition programs.
- Reporting to relevant authorities.

7. Severability

If any provision of this agreement is deemed unlawful or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain valid and enforceable.

8. Governing Law and Jurisdiction

This agreement is governed by the laws of the United States and the State of California. The undersigned consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of state and federal courts in Sacramento County, California, for resolving disputes arising from this agreement.

Acknowledgment and Electronic Signature

By signing below, the undersigned acknowledges:

- That they have read and understood this agreement.
- That they voluntarily and without coercion agree to its terms.
- That they understand their electronic signature has the same legal effect as a handwritten signature.

Is the participant a minor (under 18)? Yes [ ]  No [ ]

Participant’s Name:____________________________________  
Date: ____________________________________  
Electronic Signature: ____________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Name (if participant is under 18):____________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Electronic Signature: ____________________________________

IMPORTANT: Modifications to this agreement will result in ineligibility for participation in the event.
 

